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EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE, G. 


The Rev. Mr. M— to the Rev. S— B—. 


* 3 


| Dear SIR, 


1 


HEARD a thing to-day from Mr. W. 


it reflects the higheſt diſhonour upon your- 


ſelf as well as upon me; that you dined the 
other day at Mr. T's: where was a mixed com- 
pany, in which you was talking over the affair 
of A—, that you abuſed my character moſt 
2 — by ſay ing, chat if J died before the 
3 living 


0 Dec: 18. 1766. 


that has given me not a little uneaſineſs, as 
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living » was given up to the man, 1 would 4 de 5 


falſe rogut. I muſt confeſs I am at a loſs to re- 


concile this with the tile of your letters, and 


_ - Profeſſions to me during the while of this tran- 
- ſation, and is an expreſſion ſo unlike Mr. B. 
that I am determined not to believe it, all you 


aſſure me of it yourſelf. Captain J. told” it to 
Mr. W. as having paſſed a few days ago, in his 


hearing as one of the company. 1 hope this finds 


ee and hm + well. 
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E 8— 3 to the Rev. Mr. 1 
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DAR in 


7 


HERE i is 8 ſo frank and id friendly 
in your way of writing to me yeſterday, 
that I cannot but admire it, and love you the 
more for it. That I love you at heart God 


knows, yes the world know it, and no man ever 
yet knew me, in word or action ſay or do that 


which run counter to it. It has been ever my | 
concern, that (though innocently) I ever had any 


hand in the unhappy affair which has made fo 


much noiſe, and given you ſo much pain. On 
both ſides I have aimed to act the upright part, 
and never yet knew that on either ſide I had given 
juſt cauſe for ſuſpicion of the contrary. It has 
been from the firſt to this moment my invariable 
opinion, that as to the living in queſtion there 
either ſhould have been a reſignation, or com- 
penſation; and among others for this plain reaſon, 
as the neglect of it I foreſaw would bring reproach 
on characters very dear to me; and the more 1 
think, the more I ſee, the more I hear, I wiſh it 


had been _ I wiſh and pray yet it may be 


done ; 


W 


e 
done; but it is aſtoniſhing beyond meaſure, that 
language fo contrary to the ſcholar, the gentle- 


man, the miniſter, the friend, the chriſtian ſhould 
ve charged on me, that T ſhould Gy, that If 
you died before the living was given up to 
_ - © the man, you would die a falſe rogue.” This 
indeed as you ſay, is language hard to recon- 
« cile with the ſtile of my letters and profeſſions 
to you during this whole tranſaction;“ and 1 


thank you for adding, © tis an expreſſion ſo un- 


ke Mr. B. that you are determined not to 


< believe it, till 1 aſſure you. of. it myſelf.” 


Indeed, my dear Sir, tis language that I have in 
all companies reſented—1o reſented, that I have 
been told again and again, that Mr. M. had de- 


Juded me. I have allowed, that 1 thought you 
in a miſtake; but I never dared to allow that you 
was ſo knowingly, fince all other inſtances of 


your conduct prove your honour, vour huma- 
nity, your generoſity, your chriſtianity. But 
though the company I was in, was called a mixt 

company, it ſo happens, that every one were 
your very particular friends; Mr. B. Dr. and 
Mrs. F. Mr. T. Mrs. B. Capt. J. and myſelf, 
were the only perſons preſent, to whom by mere 


accident on mentioning of Mr. N's. going to O. 


I was led to talk of that affair, which I never | 


mention but with the deepeſt concern. Now 


| rather than to vindicate myſelf, I. refer you to 
all or any of them, to —— whether directly or 


indirectly I uſed wy: ſuch words as my own, and 


rather 


fk. N eos: ooos 8 
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rather whether it was not my evident concern, 
that the affair had cauſed many to reproach you. 
If I did uſe the words as my own, I no. diſavow 


them: if I did, I am aſhamed of them: if I did, 
I ſincerely aſk your pardon for them: if I did, I 


| muſt be in a dream: if I did, I ſpoke contrary 


to whatever I yet thought or ſpoke: but you will 


be a better judge; after you have heard what 


friends preſent may ſay of the converſation. I 


think for myſelf, that certainly the Capt. miſap- 


prehended me, and undeſignedly miſrepreſented 
me, and I ſhould have taken it friendly, if before 


related to you, our common friend Mr. W. had 


been ſo obliging as to have converſed with me. 


You have my beſt wiſhes, and earneſt __ 
ie Fe YOu and if T know wy beth 


J am Sir, 


"Cari ſincerely and affeCtionately, 


Mile-end, Dec. 20. 
1766. 
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| The! 6 Re ev. Mr. Mo to the Rev. 8— . 


Rav. eb pan sin, 


the letter 1 received from you this 


ſpake the words, or that I can think any inquiry 


neceſſary about the matter. What you ſay is 
concluſive evidence to me, that you did not, and 
the whole ſpirit of your letter has only added to 


the eſteem and affection with which I am, dear _ 
| Yours moſt fincerely 


and affe&tionately, | 


pO 


0 hope to call on you ſoon. My kindeſt wiſhes 
attend Mrs. B. and your whole family. 


* 


Sunday Dee. 3 21 1366. 


r SHOULD be greatly. wanting, in point of 
friendſhip, was I to let any opportunity lip, 
Which could convey to you my entire ſatisfaction 
on 
morning, by the hands of Mrs. J. Think not, 
Sir, that I can doubt one moment whether you 


LC ay 
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 8—B= to the Rev. Mr. M. 


Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 


JF ESTERDAY I had your very obliging and 


moſt affectionate letter, for which I hear- 
tily thank you, I am glad nothing yet has, and 
I hope nothing ever will, break in on our bro- 
therly love and friendſhip. All I ever yet have 
ſaid or done about the unhappy affair, and all I 


may ever do or ſay about it, I can aſſure you 
has been and ever will be, out of a'tender regard 


to your character, and from a principle of hu- 


manity and integrity; and from the opinion I 


have of you, when this appears to goyern all my 
conduct, I am ſure ſtill of your love and friend. 


ſhip. I thank you for the hope you give me of 


a viſit, I ſhall truly be glad to ſee you, hardly 


expect you this week: if you ſhould come, take 


it for granted it will not be on Thurſday, and on 


Friday ſhall be out, but on Saturday ſhall be at 


home all the morning, I rejoice in the late ap- 


pearances for your dear family. Mrs. B. joins 
with me in ſincere reſpects to you, ** and Mrs, 


M. Iam, Sir, as ever, 


Yours ſincerely and dtms, 
Mile end, Dee. 23. 1766. 
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Feb. 21. 1767. | 
Dran Six, | N 


\INCE Mr. H. and I were with you n 
I have ſeen Mr. W. who mentioned to me 


your meeting K. and at the ſame time acquaint- 


ed me with ſome things which I cannot under- 


ſtand, and which I muſt beg you to explain. In 


the firſt place, Mr. W. ſaid, that you expreſſed 
yourſelf in the following terms with: reſpect to K. 
ese his face, I have not at all altered! my opi- 


nion of Mr. K. I have known him many years, 


« and I do believe, as I have done ever ſince I 
e knew him, that he is an honeſt goodman.” Again 
Mr. W. ſaid, that you read my letter toſyou con- 
cerning Capt. J's. report, and your anſwer to 
me, and that you deſired him, or the company, 


„ to take W that your anſwer was properly 


e guarded What did you mean, dear Sir, by 


. 


tw] 
your anſwer being guarded? I wrote to you in 
the ſimplicity of my own heart, and was much 


deceived if you did not anſwer, me in the ſimpli- 


city of yours. Have you any reſerve, or double 
meaning, which I am not acquainted with? my 
heart, dear Sir, is ſadly pained at all this, there- 
fore let me hear from you upon the ſubject, as 
ſoon as convenient, and believe me ever deſirous 


of putting the beſt conſtruction o on al you a and 


ay, hear 1 


- 
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Tours s moſt affectionately, 9 
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OURS came ſafe to hand laſt ni oht, but 
from the nature of the contents of it, and 


the painful ſuſpicions you diſcover in it to have 
of my ſincerity and integrity, my firſt reſolution 


was not to write an anſwer, but to aſk the favour 


of an interview to explain myſelf; but on more 
mature deliberation, I thought that would look 


unkind, ungenteel, unfriendly, and as if I had 


now ſaid or done that which I could not vindicate 
or explain. Perhaps no one perſon in this un- 


happy affair, has had a more difficult or delicate 


part to act than I have had. I have prayed to 
the Lord to give me wiſdom, and that in the 
whole I might act with ſimplicity and godly fin- 
cerity, make his word my rule, and his glory 
my aim, and I hope I may ſay, whatever have 
been the miſapprehenſions or miſrepreſentations 
of me, that I never have knowingly ſwerved 
from this. Compaſſion for Mr. K. whom I 
wiſhed at firſt, and ever ſince, to ſee relieved, 
has 


— 


5 YO RAT POT. 


. 3 Þ 
: has led me from firſt” to laſt to aim, by, ever : 
A affe&tionate and reſpectful way in my power, to 
A“ convince you of the propriety and the impor- 
tance of it. Sincere reſpect to your perſon and 


floff the many aſperſions thrown on your charac- 
I ter, as neglecting to relieve him, though fre- 
quently to the bringing reproach, on my own 
chatacter. In attempting two ſuch very delicate 5 
affairs, Mr. K. is led to look on me as an ene- 
it | my to him, and a friend to you, as I have at 
id || all times reſented and oppoſed his very ſevere 

> || ſpeeches againſt you; and now my friend Mr. 
M. thinks hard of me, nay ſuſpects me of double 
dealing, becauſe I cannot think or ſay the things 
of Mr. K. that he does. If you put yourſelf 
but one moment in my place, I think you will 
feel pity for me, eſpecially if that love you 
have had for me, by your preſent apprehenſions 
Jof me, is not loſt, If you will but recollect the 
whole of my two laſt letters to you, and the 
whole of my converſation with you on Friday, 
and the deſire I had honourably to accomodate 
this affair, then you will ſee I have not loſt ſight 
of my uniform deſign, to ſerve Mr. K. and to ain 
your reputation — your reputation, which is 
dear to me as my own. All this then is 2 
fectly conſiſtent, even with the very things you 
mention in your kind letter, where you evident- 
ly ſuſpect me to be guilty of double dealings 


and 


8 


. 


character has led me uniformly to aim. to ward 


I 15. = 


and to have in what. I "ug and: de d oub mean 
ings. Was this true 1 ſhould FW . ever to 
loſe your friendſhip, for eyer to be abhorred by 
mankind. Mr. K. has warm paſſions, has uſed very 
unguarded language, no man has reproved him 
for it more faithfully than have done; Mr. M. 
| himſelf could not wiſh me to ſpeak cloſer things 
than 1 have done to him for it; but yet was Mr. 
M. i in his diſtreſs, perhaps what by the power 
of corruptions, the deyil's temptations and cru- 
el inſinuations, he might fall into the ſame ſnare. 
But I-have never yet ſeen that.in Mr. K. to dare 
to ſay, he 1s not an honeſt man, 4 good man: 

this I ſaid before Mr. K. this 1 0 to you, to 
the whole warld. There was 
priety, nay a'neceſlity to read your 1 o me 
about Captain J. and my anſwer to you, that 
Mr. K. and all preſent might know the high 
opinion I had of you, while I ſtood convinced 
of the propriety, in one way or other, of re- 
lieving Mr. K. And judge you, my dear Sir, 
whether I ought not to ſpeak and write with a 
guard, when Mr. K. and yourſelf are ſo ready 
to inſert in your narratives, what I may. have 
ſaid or wrote, fo far as it tends on either fide to 
vindicate your conduct. You know, dear Sir, 
you have thought it e N Inſert *a con- 


* See in the printed narrative p. 16. at the top, though 
the "__ refers only to a written one. | 
| ſiderable 


ing the diſtref ed, and aiming to ſecure and repair 
injured charac ers, have been my conſtant en- 


1 


Rerable part bf ods of thy letters do you, which 


dict inderci alarm mè till I u if what connec. 
con ie appeared in your natration; Htibe Uieh I 


 perfottly approve” of your” iriſerting it; ac it 
ſtands in connection with that important period 


when you had a view to ſerve Mr. K. and 1 
ſhould takt it kind, if in cloſing your nartatidn, 
you would ĩnſert my two laſt letters to! yo Aq, 
then it will appear, that alt along your chafäcter 
and Mr. K's diſtreſſes have regulated all my con- 
duct, and ſhew you and the world, that there 
have been no double dealings, no double mean- 


ings; but that in all T have faid and done, ſerv- 


desV6ur.” If, my dear Sir, all this is not ſuf- 
ficient to explain to you my words and actions 


I am ready to do it further by letter, or by, con- 
verſation before any perſons of honour and cha- 


racter approved by you and me; for to pain 


you, Pains me, and ſhould be glad to do any 
thing in my power to give eaſe to your mind, 


to maintain a place in your eſteem, ſo that it 


can be done with maintaining my own character 
as a man of humanity and integrity. I repeat 
my plea made on Friday, that you would once 


more think whether a publication of your nar- 


ration, or aiming to ſave a man from ruin in 


ſome way conſiſtent with your own honour, 
will not be the beſt : if you n, ſo will Mr. 
3 K 


N —— * 
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K. that will oblige me to publiſh alſo, that. will. 

bring on further altercations, and all will tend 
to hurt religion, divide friends, and to employ 
time and paper, in a way little to the promotion of 


the glory of God, the good of fellow creatures, 


_ fellow chriſtians, or ourſelves. I have this mor- 


ning, and I do daily pray, that the Lord may | 
give you that wiſdom profitable to Ry and I - 


am, * dear * a5 ever, 


Tours fincerely 


and affectionately, 


c 
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| The Rev. Me. M—-to de Rev. - k- 


| K — Feb. 25. 1767. 
Dean SIR, 8 eee ee * 
HERE are few things which: can give me 
more pain, than to have a ſuſpicion of 
the ſincerity of my friends, eſpecially thoſe with 
| whom I have the honour to be united in the 
| bonds of the goſpel. It was this drew from me 
my laſt letter, and I think it incumbent on me 
in this, to explain further the motives which in- 
duced me to write. In the firſt place, I have 
more than once heard you fay, you believed K. 
to be a bad man. I will remind you of two in- 
ſtances of this, one was when I came to your 
houſe in Auguſt laſt to propoſe leaving the mat-- 
ter to the biſhop, in the courſe of that anne. * 
ſation you faid, © I believe K. is a bad man: 
my wife as well as myſelf remembers this. The - 
- ſecond was, the night we met at the tavern, I 
c 2 wa 


£0 
os 
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_* know he ſaid it in your preſence ;” I ſay muſt 


20 ] 


Was urging the been of K. as very unjuſti- 


fiable, you ſaid © I believe he is a had man, but 


A viſh an end for that very reaſon could be put 


* to the affair.” Again, dear Sir, muſt i it not 


appear very extraordinary, that when you have 
ſo uniformly declared to me, as you did on 


Friday laſt, © That K. had charged you with 


knowing that to be true which you know to 
<« be falſe; that he had deſignedly miſrepreſent- 
ed facts and converſations; that he denied his 


= ſaying he was not an injured man, when you 


it not appear extraordinary, that you declare 
you never ſaw that in Mr. K. that could lead 


you to think him” any other than an boneſt and 
good man? Can an honeſt man tell a direct and 
- wilful lye for his own advantage, and this to the 
prejudice of another? Can an honeſt man deny his 
5 ſaying a thing, that he muſt know you heard him 
ſay in company, and that upon which the whole 
of the queſtion turned? Can an honeſt man transfer 
ſpeeches from one part of a converſation to ano- 


ther, in order to charge me and Mr. H. with de- 


ceit and treachery, when if left in their right 


place they would prove the contrary? are ſuch the 


actions of an honeſt and good man? not to men- 
tion the whole ſpirit, turn and temper of that 
: ſcandalous book which he has ſhown all over 5 
the town. Is there nothing in all this, Sir, to 


T = 1 


make you alter your Spinde 40 Mr. K. as an 


. bone and good man, or to Juſtify your ackneoẽw- 
Fl. ledging him to be a bad man, and for that yery 
t | reaſon urging an end being put to the affair? 
A theſe things I own ſtrike me very ſtrongly,” 
as proofs of K's being the reverſe of what you 
; declared to him before Mr. W. and account as 1 
\ | apprehend for the ſurpriſe I expreſſed in my 
I laſt. letter. As to your ſaying you guarded 
what you wrote, if you only meant thereby a 
| o proper caution obſerved, in an affair which 

x might come before the public, there was cer- 

= tainly no harm in the expreſſion, and I am in- 

A finitely more willing to believe this, than even 
7 to ſuſpect the contrary. Ah, dear Sir, how 

5 often have we met as friends and taken ſweet 
iT - counſel together, how bitter is this to me, to 


- be uſing my pen in altercation which I could 


# Win to be employed to better purpoſes, and a- 

, | mongſtthe reſt in aſſuring you of my being 

; thoroughly convinced, chat ſome way could be 
pointed out in which an honourable end could 

„ be put to this diſagreeable affair. Till this hap- 

t || pens 1 muſt contentedly bear whatever ſhall be 

Wi ſaid, knowing in my own conſcience, that the 
advice J gave Mr. K. was ſuch as Ijudged then, 

and do judge now to be alone conſiſtent with | 

- | the boneſt man and the friend to religion, and let N 

+ thoſe who judge otherwiſe point out a way in | 


. e 4 which 


1 22 -} 
which Mr H. could have taken the oath, and 
taken the living for a limited time, and I will as 
readily own myſelf in the wrong as I now think 
myſelf in the right. I am, dear Sir, heartily 
wiſhing the Lord may give you and me a right 
judgment in this and all things elle, 


i 


Yours very affeftionately, 


. 
4 
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Bo Dam to the Rex/ Me, M. 


Rav. AND DEAR SIR, 


ARDON the liberty 1 now take in 8 

1 ſwering your laſt obliging letter, and 
then I purpoſe giving you no further trouble. 
11 am conſcious that the opinion you now 
ha ve of me muſt make letters from me, 
once pleaſant now painful; and therefore it 
would be indelicate in me to aim to maintain a 
correſpondence with you. It was a pleaſant 

moment when J had firſt the honour of your ac- 
quaintance. Your friendſhip I valued highly, 

perhaps too highly. This has led me to run | 
great lengths to vindicate your conduct, in the 
very unhappy affair of Mr. K. nay to go ſo far 
that I have felt reproach ſeverely ; and now, the 
ſcene cloſes with forfeiting your friendſhip, and 
| that with the heavy charge of want of ſincerity 

and veracity. Judge, my dear Sir, at the pain 
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All this muſt give me, but I have one relief, 


and that is a clear conſcience, added to this, 
the world bearing witneſs, that if I have given 


a more favourable repreſentation on one ſide 
more than another, it ever has been on yours, " 
though I own freely, I have aimed to ſpeak im- 
partially; where I thought you was wrong, to 


fay ſo; where I thought Mr. K. was wrong, to 


ſay ſo. - I own, Sir, you have a ſtronger memo- 


ry than I have, you are alſo happy in py putting 
facts together, that at firſt ſight they wear an 
unfavourable aſpect for me, and a more favour- 


able one for you, acquit you and condemn me ; 3 
but ſo far as T can recolle&, I never pofitnes 
Iy faid; at leaſt. in your ſenſe, © that 1 believe 
c Mr. K. to be a batman” 1 have faid'* he has 
«a bad ſpirit,” and T fay it now; 1 have heard 
you ſay again and again © that he was a bad nan 
jn the worſt ſenſe of the word,” and I have in- 
ferred from it, that the worſe opinion you have” 
of him, and allowing for argument fake that he 1 
was a bad man, the more reaſon to do your beſt 


to finiſh the affair, in a way in which you might 
ſilence your enemies and gladden the hearts of' 


ſome of your. beſt friends : nay I own, that, 
ſometimes for à moment, your repreſentations' 


of Mr. K. have confounded me, and perhaps in 


1 chat moment I have been led to Jay and ſpeak 


unfavourable 


ä 
unfavourable things of him, which on cooler 
thought and hearing his defence I have ever ſeen 
reuſon to retract, and therefore i it is hard to have 
ydu contraſt my words as you do, and to mae 
me a mere contradiction, a double meaning, 2 


deſigning, a deceitful, hypocritical man. — | 
ever then Thave thought or ſaid, while I allow 
great imprudences in Mr. K. it would be too ſe- 
vere, too cenſorious, comparing all things to- 
| gether, to dare to ſay he is not ah honeſt, a good 
mani For my own part, what from conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſo many perſonal imperfections, what from 
natural temper, and what from inſtructions 
from my bible, I am ever very careful of ſevere 
and cenſorious language about others, and ever 
wiſhing to put the moſt favourable conſtruction 
on their words and actions; but, dear Sir, if 
you and Mrs. M. ſay that I ſaid Mr. K. was a 
bad man, I have too much complaiſance to de- 
ny it, only you will alſo allow every man to ex- 
plain his own words, and I do ſay, (barring any 
ſudden alarm by your repreſentations, Which he 
has ever cleared up) that I mean no more than 
a man of a bad temper, of a haſty ſpirit; the ſame 
anſwer I give to what I am ſuppoſed to have ſaid 
at the tavern, and if I have any recollection it 
was only ſpoke by way of argument, © that if 
all this was true, then the more reaſon at once to 
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put a period to the affair;“ and then as to 


what was ſaid at my houſe on the Friday, which, 
my dear Sir, I mult think and ſay is drawn in 
your own language and far beyond my real ſenti- 
ments then or now, © that Mr. K. had charged 
you with knowing that to be true which you 
< know to be falſe , that he had deſignedly miſ- 
< repreſented facts and converſations; that he de- 
e nied his ſaying he was not an injured man when 
« you know he ſaid it in your preſence ;” I al- 
low Mr. K. has faid that I was witneſs to what 


I believe I was not, I am convinced that in 


ſome inſtances he has in my apprehenſion miſ- 
_ repreſented facts and converſations ; I own that 


he ſaid he was not the injured, but the diſtreſſed 


man, the former of which he cannot recollect; 


now, my dear Sir, all this may be true and yet 


Mr. K. not a bad man; all this true and yet 
de an honeſt and good man; for deep diſtreſs, 
violent paſſions, and hurry of ſpirits may make 
a man ſadly forget himſelf: this appears to me 
to be the caſe of Mr. K. but the word defign- 
edly which makes up the character of a bad man 
is your word not mine, at Jeaſt I think ſo. But, 

my dear Sir, if free converſation is thus tortur- 


ed, if part of a converſation void of connection is 


thus treated, then no man living who is free and 
open with his friends, but may be repreſented as 
having 
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having double meanings, may be charged with 
contradictions: but, Sir, judge of me as you pleaſe 
judge of Mr K. as you pleaſe, the fact is ſtill 


the ſame. I came to you with Mr. K. hoping 


through your kind advice Mr. K. would be ſav- 
ed from ruin: but the iſſue has been, he is 

brought to ruin. I know nothing more of the 
affair, than that we parted with a deſign that 


an attempt ſhould be made to obtain the biſhop's 


leave for Mr. H. to hold the living for a limi- 
ted time. That was not done, but Mr. H. was 
preſented to the living; in all this, here was 


this unhappineſs, that the affair was tranſ- 
ated with none preſent but Mr. K. Mr. H. 
and yourſelf, He comes back with aſſurances, 


that you well underſtood what he did; that tho? 
he ventured all on your honour, that ſooner or 


later, as you knew) his diſtreſs, he ſhould have 


relief. Eventually he applies for relief, he does 
not obtain it; after this, as a man in diſtreſs has a 
promiſe of relief, but becauſe ſome contradictions 
can be charged upon him, hard ſpeeches proved 
againſt him, that relief is alſo with held. In- 

deed, my dear Sir, the circumſtances of his diſ- 
treſs will ever, to an impartial world, make it 
evident there ſhould be a reſignation if poſſible z 
if that not poſſible, a compenſation ; fo ſay five 
perhaps out of ſix of all who know the affair; 


"2-2 and 


060 6 


and that not only diſſenters, but church- men; 


not only: the profane, but the profeſſor ; thoſe 
of all names among the Lord's people, the nioſt 


eminent. for their piety. If ſomething is not 
done, Mr. K. and his family are abſolutely im- 


poveriſhed, nay more than probable, Mr. K. will 


eventually be _ impriſoned, and ſuch, my dear 


Sir, is the humanity, of Britons, that they will 
pity him and reproach you; and indeed the more 
ſo as after all you have faid, none can ſuſpe& 
you of giving the leaſt countenance to purchaſ- 


ing of preſentations, but that all you do ſprings 


from humanity—humanity to them, whom with- | 
out deſign you have inſtrumentally brought to 
ruin; and I do. think ſeven years hence it will 
give you pleaſure that you had dane it; on the 
© contrary perhaps ſeven years hence deep pain 
that you had not done it: Iwiſh,then you would 
not be angry with, or ready to take up hard 
thoughts of thoſe who mean you no harm; ſo 
far from it, that they wiſh you peace, honour 
and proſperity, temporally and ſpiritually : and 
Il am ſure of it, that I wiſh it for you, from the 
very bottom of my ſoul, yet was I now breath- 
ing my laſt, and could ſpeak, and you was by 
my bed ſide, I would ſay, my dear brother, 
be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
6 n good: 2 7 I would ſay, dear brother, for the 


ſake 


[ & } 
ſake of your. dn dharacter, for che ſake of hu- 
manity and Ehriſtianity, try if ſomething canmot 
be done to relieve the diſtreſſed; in doing it you 
will gladden the hearts of many of your brethren 


in the miniftry, many of the Lord's people in 
private life, and prevent the reproaches of them, 


who ever watch for our halting. I only add, I 


ſtill love and honqur you greatly, and ſhould 


ever gladden in honourable opportunities to ma- 


nifeſt it, as God is my witneſs. My friends, 


your friends, and the world too know, how much 


have done it in this affair. Love to God, love 


to the.goſpel, love to you, love to the cauſe you 


have nobly eſpouſed, and pity for the afflicted, 


have, I hope I can ſay, regulated all my con- 
duct; for,perſanally what do I gain if Mr. -K. 
gets relief? what do 1 loſe Ph he gets none? 
Judge then, Sir, if any but ſuch motives as 
theſe can poſſibly regulate my conduct, reſpecting 
which I dare to ſay, © my rejoicing is this, the 
© teſtimony of my conſcience that in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
but by the grace of God, I have had my con- 
« verſation in the world, and more abundantly 
* to you wards.” I will not ceaſe praying for 
you, allow me to aſk the ſame of you, as the beſt 


way to recover eſteem for thoſe who innocently 
offend, and at laſt Sir, may we meet where all 


oftences 


[3 ] 
offences are over, and all will be love and 
praiſe. I am with reſpects to Mrs. M. 


B Yours moſt ſincerely 


and affectionately, 


Mile-end, March 3 1767. 


P.. Wedneſday March 18. I am to remove 
to Stepney-cauſeway, where I ſhall ever be glad 
to ſee ou, or hear from you if ceable. 
7 OY agr 
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